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il SNL I call to mind thatthisfoure yeares- 
A {| ſpace Lhaue bene the argumentof 
Is |, FA the tragcedics of Fraunce, the com- 
13 Fl J .mjQn. talke of my neighbouers, the 
"21 KA [ZR Il ſubicGof ciuile armes, & by reaſon 
| 0) FS 78) | of theſe armes, ofa world of miſe< 
EW, ries: when I doe conſider that vp- 


p © on a caſualne to. come, ſeperated 
23 farre fromthe thoughtsof Frenchmen, as from my defire, | 
{me men hane caufed thisrealme to feele the preſence of 
;n{inite calamines, and that vpon the vaine & imaginarye 
fexrc of my ſucceſſion to this eſtate, they have framed and in. 
1 \naner erected an vſurpation : when with theſe eyes,which 
9d hath principally .geyca-meto hauc them alwayes open 
fr the good of my countrie,beholding theſe continuall miſ- 
<hieis, Iam confirainedto ſee my countrie on fire, hir prin= 
ci5211 1 illers burnt, hir beſt cownes conſumed toaſhes, and 
tar in {iced of bringing water to quenchrhefeflames , to 
e.:deuour to fauethat which, yet kin G26} founde (as / Ce-- 
ir,2nd willingly would bauc done;jn ſuch ſortthatic might 
newer burit foorth againe) they do inforee mee in ſpoht of 
16% geeth no calt my {cite uno the fire ,-andio make my de 
mica Ally - | icnce- 


2 
fence almoſt as odious 2s the violences which thoſe men vſe 
that perſecute mee :cither I ſhould bee of all ſencelefſe men 
the molt voyde offence that euer was, oretſe it mult needs 
=e, that vpon conſideration of the publike eftate my ſoule 
bee cormented a thouſand times a daye with vexations and 
reefes, ſuch asno hellis able to affourd the like : eſpecially 
{ſeeing.I knowe. thatof all theſe misfortunes the malitious 
make me the authour, the ignorant the cauſe, and I my ſelfe 
(though I may bee w— well forborne and pardoned in this 
caſe )do terme my ſelfe the occaſion. Buras tonching my 
particular eſtate,fince it is my hap to be bornin fuch an age ) 
whenT lay before mee that which Godjhath done for mee 
inthe beginninggmiddle,and continuance of theſe laſt trou- 
bles: howe many witneſſes he hath affourded mee of the iu« 
Rice of my cauſe and my innocencie, not onely in Fraunce, 
bur alſo in foreigne nations, not within 'the heartes ofmy 
friendes, but euen wichin the mouthes ofthofe whiche are 
none of my wel-willers: not within 'the opinion of vulgare 
conceits, but(God knoweth ) within the ſoule and conſci- 
ence of my king: how by many effects hee hath cauſcd it to 
-  appearethat he hath care of me,hauing myraculouſly defen- 
ded,ſaued,& affured me from the forces againſt whichthere 
wasno likelihood that I ſhould be able tw-make head: ſurely 
if I were ofan other ſpiritthan Tam, I ſhould haue as much 
reaſon to pleaſe my ſelfe with theparticular ofmy codition, 
as the remebraunce of the publikeis greeuous ynto me . M 
Lords & maiſters,I cinot do it,I wil never account baſely of 
my countrie, /will alwaies prefer the welfare thereofbefore - 
mine owne: and they ſhall alwayes ſee that my miſhaps,my 
hinderances, & mine afflitions, ſhall runne before thoſe of 
my countrie But neuerthelefle I cannot conceale the con- 
rentment which 7 receaue, in that by all che occaſions which 
haue beene offered , I haue cauſed it to bee made manifeſt 
both by my aQtions,by my wordes,and by my writings, how 
it greeues mee at the yery heart to ſee the miſeries wherein 


wee goec aboute to imbarque our ſelues ; were ie not that 
the 


| -Y 
the examples paſſed did make vs ſomewhat more circum- 
ſpe&for that which isto come. This you knowto be true,8t 
I beleeue there Is no man at this preſent ſo paſsionare,which 
can denie methis witneſle, which comforts mee nor a litths, 
beeing fullyperſwaded, that befide the vprightneſſe of my 
cauſe,nothing hath more aſlwaged the wrath of GOD to- 
wards mee,nothing hath mooued him more to defend mee, 
than this.But if it had pleaſed God to haye put into the harts. 
of the King my ſouereign,and of you my Lords, thatI might 
haue beene cailed tothe afſemblie, which ſome of your de- 
puties held at Bloyes (as truely me ſeemeth I ought ro haue 
beene ) andthatl had becne permitted freelye to haue pro- 
ounded that which Itake to be forthe profirof this eſtate, I 
Fad cauſedir plainely to appeare, how I had notthe debre 
onely in my heart,the words in my mouth, but the effefts 8 
decdesreadie in my handes,how Iſeeke noftarting holes to: 
ſhroud my ſelfe in, nor propoſitions coloured with faire: 
wordes, to the which by no meanesI meaneto tie my ſelfe. 
And tothe contrary, that I haue a good reſolution, and car-- 
neſt affection to the greatneſle of the King and rea!me, as: 
much as may bee, yeathough it were with the lofle of mine: 
owne,and that when all the reſt ſhall be diſpoſed, hee ſhall. 
not need to treat nor to capitulate with me: my conſcience: 
aſſuring mee thatnothing hath euer made mee toftande a-- 
loofe, but the conſideration of him, and regarde of mine ho- 
nour. But ſeeing this-isnot doone which might verye well 
haue beene performed ( and that Fraunce may count it for 
one of hir onerſights, that ſhee hath had no better phyſti- 
ons than thoſe which delighte to continue hir fickneſle ) 
I meane to giue you o vnderſtande by this diſcourſe , both. 
that which1 thinke to bee my dutie , as alfo that which I 
eftceme neceſlary for the feruice of God, and the King my” 
hege, and forthe good of thisrealme : ro the ende thar all 
the ſubicRs of this crowne may bee infiructed therein, and 
. thatall meh may know for my diſcharge my intent and in-- 
. Nocencie,. 
Ani. [TT 


. Firſt;I will repreſentytito = mine eſtate: not for to.glo- 
rifie my (elte (for letrmee make neuer ſo great reckoning of 
my ſelte, God may abaſe me) nor for totell youthar 7 ſpeake 
a "4 66 paar and at much eaſe (the ſame God knoweth, 
whereinreſteth my contentment, wherein I truſt, and where- 
ypon I priacipally rely} but to the ende I may maniteſt vnto 
youtwo thinges:the,one,, The condition of theſe miſerable 
watres, the aduauntagesthat mine enemies hauc had agaiaſt 

mee,how mightely they haue aflailed mee, how greatiy they 
haue bene furthered thereby: that atlcaſt you may be copel- 
ledto iudge withoue palſsis,.that God hath nor preſerued me 
29ainſt ſuch huge forces without a miracle: and chat this mi- 
racle ſhould. not baue bene, ifinnocencie and good right of 
zuſtice.had not. bene.on my fide, The other, thatI may make 
you iudges, whether that which I now ſay, Iſpeake of teare, 
whether Thaue occaſion to: vſe flattering wordes for dread of 
a more ſeuere chaſtiſement, then. that which I haue alreadye 
felt, whether it be the doubt of mine.owne' ruine that makes 
mee complaine : or to-the contrarie-whether it bee the true 
ſence and feeling ofthe miſeries of my countrie , the loue of 
peace; and preatneſſe'oi Fraunce,. which wreſteth from mee 
this mannerof ſpeech 4 ,L ſhould -play the fouldier,it I ſhould 
tell you in order what armies' within theſe foure yeares haue 

' purſued mee, that woulde cauſe-youto thinke that I wenr a- 

boutto recountynto you my yaloure; No, that is not my in- 


tent, / would to God I had neuer bene a captaine, ſecing that. 


my firſt training vp in armes muſt bee learned with ſo grcate 
lofſe. 1ſhould do far better to demaund of you what Chiefc= 
taines are leftin Fraunce, beſide thoſe which haue beusz ſent a- 
Paint me , T have fecnein foure yeares ten armies, ten Licure- 
nants of the King, hauing artending them at their heeles the 
forces & ſtrength ofthe coodlicft kingdome of all Chriſten- 
dome. Youcake this for no glorie :itis ſo far from mec ro goe 
abour to withdrawe youfrom this opinion, 'that my ſeiie do 
tell you that of theſe ten armies , Thaue had to doe incticcte 


but with one , which 1 haue beaten and diſcomfited , And in 
| this 


hisGed did'partieulat m1 mieanes Fopthelrniiney bur 
curate nfs 


Jeuyitig- The Angell theſcourge of 

then nithe oy wet en meanesto Arn6y! me. © Tots Sovromiee; to 
Women 615+ hetresf appeticinettsÞ/xaie ſhaved: 
c RR its bf tninebwne's bar May you tay! 
L detſiai of your deputies, Sich: rt firitholls provinces; 
where they of the religion have had ſome places i retrbite, - 
whatſucceſle their exploites haue had;” Conſider the eſtate 
-wherein rhey 00d Þefore the watre; ad thitwherein they 
are'ar His haute {and witdpe aduiſedly/4 whavend hath ſer- 
*uedrhiisfoure yeares ſpace thi ___ of the Hues of i: nition; 
of men,the expences of a mine of golde,the ruinelofthe peo- 
ple of Frautice : inſomuch eg made” «better matket 
/antl more eafiero bee compalſed;if heyhadarternptedihe 
difeom fiture ofthe  Ottotyanyr,! 'or toigihe alf thetealmes” of 
Chiiſtendome' a> crowne AC/TIL 21 Lada 0.9 9019325: 

*-'Tr'is impoſſible ut thattheſethinvps H d: indoujeyon; 
andthatyou ſhoplt note heerby: ops thigis: An extraordis 
-Hiarie warke and'efe&t, Morcoue Tiy thiswileyoliz that's as 
*xhis 6upht\ Bb kalyto _ ”- SER Sig Bainised 
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Crs before i, hae hee cine expe mee fror 


© with theſe profpetities; ang T  aceribiirerh 
-hitn alone* :BHiig mol Mured,chir if dot 


carrie hisloutig coutrenatice froth me; arid WU $RWS tho- 
bw = giue more aduantage.tq my cnemicsagainſtine ;chenT 
* have in foure yearefonnd fatourat his hatids;” 
Thop 'by his gracetivrts! betiayet my Teffe Ubervelvs then 
- dat , And therefor&'my Ent rh4ethis lcontſe 
Thall ptotlaime Fr ghontalf the worldin Franke? Thir 
 todayIamasreadyto Frequeft of the King'tny Lord; ; peace , 
the quiet of his realme}, aud mine owneteft, as 'cixer Twas 
B. heereto 


-6 
heetnofareLhndarthe beginningof theſe warres,regard of 
wy:conſcienge dptl hanguravhich Lalwaieshaue, & yer dog 
beſcech his Maieftieto lealic $0, mejinticr, The wars hauc dis 
iniſhed noghi reform, neither hauethey added anye 
thing,that may make.me yawilling to giue care to amotion 
of peace, Ido therefore moſt humbly beſeech it : and as rou» 
ching you my lords 8 maiſters, b thinke if you bad loyed the 
king, if yo beg loucd his eſtate, if you had diſcerned theſe 
euilsand their remedies, yon /hould have comaunded .your 
deputies which were at this afſcmblic to haue begun & fini- 
ſhedtheir conclufions forthe obtaining thereof;.Iuntreate & 
admoniſh youro further it as much as you may, \.  -.., 
1hknow, yery wellchariy their pamphlets they haue cauſed 
this genexall, maxime to be inſerted, That there, ought to be 
but one religion.in one realmegand that the foundation ofan 
eſtaceis pietie, which cannot be inthar place, where Godis 
diuerlly and by.conſequence badly ſerued,Laffirmeitis fo: l 
Tee. maany people complaine theteof, fewe that will ſeekers 
redrefle it.But I haue alwaies-ſubmirtted my ſelfe to reaſon, & 
yet do offer, that if they willtrye the yſuall and accuſtomed 
waye intheſe cafcs,and if there be any extraordinaric waies 
that they will labour $0 ſearche chemout: both I and all the 
Sf che religis willalwaics conforme our ſcluesto that whic 
afjee generallcounſell ſhalldereimine this is the true way, 
this isthe only way, which hath in all ages beene putin prac- 
tiſe;by this way we will ſuffer, and with patience endure to 
begondemned. .Burto belecue that by dinte of ſworde this 
maybenbtcined ors: thinke(before God)tbatieis athing 
alogiherimpolible., andin tructh the ſucceſſe and evene 


It were bur fuperfluous to diſcourſear Targe ofthis matter, 

being alrcady inhremige quod and diperedl They baue 

- often ſummoned me to.ch; Sf73Fiig0N : but after what 
manner *with.the daggerar my thrate. If T had had no rc- 

ſpe& vnto my conſcience, yet the regarde of mine honour 
EN meg iron conlemming in has fore Wigs 
there 
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Giere ee ip ofchitopinion/HacLina night Fa Take? 
a haturalf Pagan, kill him (Ifay) forhis religioniBefore he 
hath affaiedro conuere him? Yer Tſuppoſerh > or meg 
eficmies, do notthinke meetobe more eſtraunged from rhe 
feare and knowledge of G O P, then a Tirke;and not 
— they are more cruell apainſt rhee [then #pair 
infidell. If ct 5. BIB WITT 21 0: 
What would themoſt affeRionat vnto the Cartholike re. 
{igion report of me,if _—_— lived this thirtieFeres after one 
ſorr,they ſhould ſuddenly fee me'changem religis,in hope 
of a kingdomeZ What would they teportef tee, thathave 
ſcene andrried my courage,if ſhamefully 7ſhould abandon 
for feare, the manner wherein I haue ſerued God from the 
very daic of my natiuitic? Theſe be reaſons which touch the 
honour ofthis world.But to come to the maine point; What 
conſcience hauing beene nouriſhed,infiructed, and trayned 
yp ina profeſſion of faithe, woulde ynaduiſedly without any 
ſpeech or reaſoning thereof,ina moment betake him(ſelfe to 
x contrarie fide?No (my lords and maifters )that ſhall ne. 
ucr be the king of N,anary, were there thirtie kitipdomests 
be gainedrhereby *fo farreisir from him to goe againifhis” 
conſcience forthe hope of tie alone. Teach'me berter,T am 
not ſelfewild; take ſome courſe to inſtru me,you ſhall pro- 
fit thereby arlengrh;for if footnote meeanye oth ertructh 


n 


ge for' myconuerfio no, *for - 


ys y | . £ —_ 
fearelealt one dayeT ſhoulde by Vidlehcetonflraine you” 
to 


B. ii, 


ragkeryo align 290 dns Wri __ nloyfecln 
Lhaue Ter beſ; moans NY 2 the car . 
ner of.. myliying \bchantour, bo wn tha cends.and- 
with mine cnemics,athome and in the field ny give ſuffi-- 
ciehit progit ofiog poſivep ; the townes where Inow am,, 
and which of late. / w eare tmerecord thereof.Neis - 
ther is itlikely thata —_ pf ene le of: my religion, can 
enforlſe an infinite number of nt 0” to thatpaſle,v here - 
to this infigite, gumber bath not beene able to reduce this: 
handfull..: Anil.if.l.haug with ſo ſmall forces. fought and. 
ſulteinedrhis quatrellſo longtime; what pray they then do. 
who with ſuch and ſo great meanes may oppoſe themſelues: 
moſt forciblie againſt my conſtraint, conſiſting of ſo ſmall. 
ability? It were no wiſedom for me to take that courſe. That: 
matteris not at.this-cime in queſtion.: /am notas yet in de-- 
grec,(God be thanked) to dog youcither good ar euill, ney-: 
= ſhall leyer (ifhee pleaſe) bee brought to that yall, nor: 
you tothat hazard.. Wee haue all one King, who ne doubt: 
will leaue 000d order. forche ſucceſſion, whenſocuer the ex 
tremitis, of- aggſballend his dayes. In the meane: ſcaſon let. 
vs.not. trouble. out ſelugs. ſo much with a thing lo long oY 
come, that wee forgerrhepreſens eſtate. wherein <onkllerh, 
our ſpeciall welfare... 
God hath cauſed thisdayhe depth of their deſign ments. 
recfbata penaen rroubled this. eſtate, to be: diſcouered:; 
hideopey my: ments Noneof you, none. of 
Fraunceis —_—_ 1eercpte ls iainoramiſerable thingabar.. 
there i isnotohe fram the. leaſt tothe. greateſt in this jc. "46 | 
who.ſecth.r natthis wiſcheels.,yiho exclaimeth not againſt 


theſe broileswbarermerhahomnotthe cominuailiand mor- 
Fx: Gre fee RIS ys%4gang,opencah. hs.mouth to; 
edytherefore.? Thain all this. aflemblie of Bloyes, . 

me are pronounce this ſacred word, Peace, that worde,in 
whois coll td the good ofthis ag ?Belecue me 
(0 orgs anc this zyphdergullfecuriie, andfarall: 
xcl] Sia \grearelt Prulages and foroway -- 


nings. 
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nin es that God hath ſent a declining eſiate-vntothisrealbe..- 
; Qureſtateis extreaweſicke, eucryeonei ſeerhi ie-;: by all/ 
fgncs and apparences itisiudged; that the cauſe of this evil}: 
is the ciuill warre ; a malady almoſt incurable,. of which: no. 


eſtate did euer yet recouer: orifithath beene teleeued,ifhis 


appoplcxic bath not ſpred oueralLithathac leaft-beeriecon-: 
uertedintoa palſic, to the viterſppile of halfe of the-bodye,- 
What temedy then ?no other then-peaceiwhich affourderhi- 
coinfogt to the heart of this rcalme : which by. orderly dyet- 
expelleth the rebellious and noyſome humors, purgeth cor- 
ruptions, and repleniſhecth the bodye with nes ut good: 
humoures,and ſound mindes,which inſumme, canfeth itto? 
flouriſh and live, This/is the operation which peace wor-- 
keth,which oughtto be craued at Gods hands for the onely- 
remedy,forthe onely meanes of health: who ſo ſeeketh o= 
thet-wajes in ſleed- of curing wiltpoiſonthigrealme,! .:: -- 
. T then coniureyou all by this writing a[well Catholikes: 
ſtruitors of the King my Lorde, as thoſe which are:notſo 
appeale vnto youas Frenchmen, I ſummon you totake pittic 
of this eſtate: totake pittie of your ſeJues, whoſe ſteps are: 
ynderminedin ſuch {orte, that ifyoudoonot looke'ro your 
ſcluesbetimes, ruine and deftruQtion will onertake you : to? 
take pittic of me, whom you confiraine perforceto beliolde,: 
to ſuffer , and todoo thoſe thinges, which were itnotinthe- 
middeſt of theſe armes, 7had rather dyea thouſand deaths, 
thento bchold,ſuffer or doo...I: coniure youto difperſe:and: 
abandon all at once, the miſerable humors: and effetsof vi- 
elence and warres,. which doe rente and diſmember this 
renouned eſtate, which doe-wirhdrawe vs; ſome bytorce,o=" 
thers oucrwillinglyfrom the obedience of our king : which: 
cauſes vs to.imbrue our ſelues with the blood one: of ano-- 
ther: & which haue already lo often: made ysthe laughing 
Rocke of ſtrangers;and inthe end wilt make.vs/ tobeetheyr 
conqueſt, I coniure you(T ſaye)roacquite'vs of alltheſe bir- 
ter greeuances,.. to reſtore to. vs the pleaſantcalmevf peace: 
and ynitic,tb intertaine LOS oa 
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endto poſſeſſeyour ſclues with the ſpiricof concord: wheres 
by the {malleſt_cftates haue become mightie Empyres, and 
ours hath along time flouriſhed the molt renowned king. 
dome ofa!l Chriftendome, - © oy 

"Although I have a thouſand and a thouſand occaſions, 
paritcularlye to complaine of thoſe of the houſe of Gwiſe, of 
chem(ſay1I)for my kindred, and kindred ſo neere,thar befide 
thoſe of my name, haucnone neerer, Andalthough that in 
generall,Frauncehath more occaſionthen I: yet God know- 
cch what a proce efe it was tome, to ſce themtake that courſe 
which my heart alwaies gaue mee, would neuer ſorte ynto 
their honour, God is my witneſle I tooke them to bee com 
modious and profitable for the Kings ſcruice : and(I maye 
fayc Jauaileablealſofor my ſelfe, ſeeing they had the honor 
to be of my kindred, & that my degree was aboue & before 
theirs. I was alwaies, and ſhould haue beene verye glad to 
haue ſcene them imploye thoſe meanes that God and nature 
had affourded them , for the good and faithfull ſeruice of 
them,whome they ought duiifally to hauc ſerued: infteede 
whereof, whentheir wicked counſels did enforſe them to a 
contrary kinde of dealing, there were inthe worlde(though 
not my ſclfe)cthat did laugh attheir miſfortune,8 would haue 
bin ful well apaid to haue ſcene the diſpleaſure,declarations, 
& armes of the king my Lord conuented againſt them. 

Let ys not waxe proudgneither the one fide northe other: 
2s for my partalchough Lhauc receiued more fauour of God 
tn this warre,then in all the former : and that whereas the 0+ 
ther two factions ( what hard happe is it that I am forcedto 
termethem ſo ? ) haue weakened themſclues : mine in ap- 
parance is ſtrengthened: yet] know very wellthat kde, 
and as often as I ſhall ſerafide my dutic : God will leaue 
to bleſſe me anye longer : and I ſhould wholye negleRir, if 
without reaſongand of aiolitic of heart, ſhould oppoſe my 
ſclfe againſt my king,and trouble the quiet ofhis countrie, 

As touching chem,who during theſe fourc laſt yeares have 
louedannes berter then peace ; whohauc firſt renued the 
| watrre 
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warreinthis eſtate, & haus erecedthe thixd faction, yrrxor- 
thicthefidelitic'ofFraunce,and(to goa lite further)vnwors- 
thie the loiaſtie, of their Grandfathers-.'Seeing God: hath 
ſhewedthemby his judgements, thattheir dealings argnor 
agreeableto his will : ſeeing naytheleſle that hee Fath tOU= 
chedthe heartof ourking,toreceauethem to higaccuſtomed 
mildnefle andclemencie(ashimfelfe hath declared )letthem * 
yerat the lafthould themſelues contenced & quiet. We haue 
all of vs offered andindured harmes inough,we hane bin this 
fore yeare togither continuallye beſorted, outragious, 8 al- 
moſtftarkemad.Is not this enough, trow ycu? hath not God 
ſifficiently beaten and correQed ys, boththe one part &the 
other, -tocauſe ys to awake fromour-careleſle ſecuritie, ro 
make vs wiſe in the end,and to ſuppreſle our furies ? 
Bur if after this it be lawfull that as a moſt humble & loiall 
ſubieR of the King my Lorde, Iway giue ſome good aduiſe 
tothoſe which maye-counſell him : who hath. ever heardic 
ſpoken,thar'that ſtate can endure,wherethereare two faQi. 
ons within *t,alwaies vp in armes, and readye the oneto aſ- 
ſaile the other? what ſhall than become of ours, where there 
arethree 2 how may a man perſwade the King to raiſe ciujll 
. warre,andthat againſt ewo parties all at one inſtant ? There 
:is no preſident, no hiſtorie, no reaſonthat can aſſure him. a 
goodiflue and euent heereof, It behooueth him therefore to 
make a peace,andthata generall peace withall his ſubjects, 
aſwell ofthe one fide as of the other, aſwell of the one as of 
the other religi6:or atleaſt that he reconcile, & reunite thoſe 
ynto him which are leaſt eftranged from his obedience. And 
tothat purpoſe let cucry man iudge of mine intent : behold 
how Iintreate for a comon good:how I do not labour to anie 
- mare the King againſthis ſubies,which baue beene ofthis 
 goodly league: and yet you may knowe(my Lords. )tharif / 
. would yndertake to do it,& in hisneceſſitic toafford himmy 
ſeruice(as I wil do,ifhe commaund me thereto) in outward 
apparance I amlike to crofle many of their defignements, 8 
ealily to cube and keepethem ſhort in theirenterpriſes, 
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- 7 appealeat this time-to all chereſtof: our eflates;, who 
haiie remained behoulders of onr follies,”Lappedle to-our 
nobilitie, to our cleargie,to our townes,to ourpeople, theſe 
bethey to whom I ſpeake, that they williconfider what will 
become of Fraunce,ifwe runne on headlong agwe haue be. 
'gtin': what countenance thiseſtate will cary,if this milchiefe 
- {eontiniies whatthe nobilite ſhall dooifour pouertitnent be 
altered,asit willbee ytidoubtedlye (being alreadyein zfaire 
'wayetowardes it) if the townes for feare of partakers a- 
-gainſtthem,thall be conſtrained to ſettle and fortifie-rhem- 
Aclnes within their gates,notrs ſufferany man tocommaund 
oner thetm;and tocantoune thernſclues after the manner of 
the ZWirzers,l affare my ſelfe, there isnone of thatminde as 
yet: butthe warre in procefſe of time may force them to' it, 
 Andto my great greefe,[ ſee alredy mana 197" FAIT A 
 ingamong(ſtthem,which outwardly make ſemblance*of fo 
 {weete and pleaſantſhewe, thatthe beſt and moſt {oyall 
burgeſſes of the world willeafily ſuffer themſeluests be rat- 
ryed away therewithall. | EL FERO 
What ſhall become of the townes, when ynder avairie 
 likelyhood of libertie they haue turned topſie turuie the or- 
 derofthisworthie eſtate ;whenthey ſhall have the nobili- 
- tie their enefmies; the countrye'rounde about repyning at 
them, and defirous againe 'and againe, toſackeand fpoyle 
them,imagining that within their cofers 'and ſhoppes, they 
haue cdfore andrichefle without content or number, : 
What ſhall the principall inhabirants doo, which holde 
the offices ofthe Monarchie,of the Exchequer, of iuſtice, of 
ciuill policie,or of armes; Let every one recount in the mid- 
+ deſt of their domeſticall fortune, thatthe aſſurance of theyr 
eſtate is cleane gone, ifthe'monarchie be ouerthrownegWho 
+ ſhall allowethemthe free exetciſe and trade of Merchan- 
_ dize?Whofhall watrantthem their poſſeſſions irithe field ? 
who ſhall ſupportthe authoritie of their iuftice 7 what de- 
 crees ſhall they eſtabliſh ? who ſhall commaund ouer theyr 
. armies? cobe breefe, what {hall be their order ? —— 
rable 


I 

 rable abuſes. This furie may indure for:a moneth or two'in 

the ſame ſortas itis ſaid rhatthe feuer nouriſheth the ficke 

| bodye: but torhinke that ypon the foundations of wrathe & 

 vengeance,an aſſured intelligence,and durable forme ofgo- 

- uernment may be eſtabliſhed :that can never be; It hath ne- 

uer beene either ſeene or read, that an eſtate hath bin chan- 

ged, without the ruine of hirtownes, which are alwaiesthe 
 principall props and pillers thereof, 

And thou people,when the nobilitie and townes ſhall be 
deuided,what reſt ſhalt thou enioye ? people,the garner and 
orehouſe ofa realme : the fertile fields ofthis eſtate, whoſe 

trauaile nouriſheth Princes , whoſe ſweate dooth water 
them, whoſe occupations doo maintaine them, whoſe in- 
duſtrie doth affourde them delicacies for reare bankets : to 
whom ſhaltthou haue recourſe, when the nobilitie ſhall 6p- 
prote thee : when the townes ſhall exaR and leuie: contri- 
utions of thee ? For the King? he ſhall not be able to com- 
maund ouer the one or the other ſide : for the officers of his 
Tuſtice? where ſhall they bee found ? for his Lieutenants'? 
What power ſhall they retaine ? for the Mayor of a towne? 
What authoritie ſhall hee haue ouer the nobilitie ? for the 
Chiefe of rhe nobilitie ? what otder will there bee amongſt 
.them? lamentable confuſion, diforder, and miſery quer i, 
-And thus behold the effects of warre. 4 | | 
It proceeds not of forgetfulneſſe,that /ſpeake nothing of 
the clergie.Neither would Iſpeake ofthematall,miſdoubt- 
ing thacthey will not take it in good parte, becaulce' they e- 
fteeme me their enemie more then Iam; buttharin nid I 
haue more cauſe to find my ſelfe agrecued with their order, 
then with both the other orders of Fraxnce,I way it notithere 
be ſome good menamongſtthem. As touching their pro- 
feſſion and religion,in ſome thingsI am contrary to them: in 
, norning their enemig:in other things we are of one minde, 
ſaue where they chncerne the conſctuation' of the priui- 


ledges ofthe Church of Frauxce againift the Pope. Howſo. 
.euer it be,though-/ were ſo highlye in their bookes that = 
"Js \WOUL 


"ERS 


+1Y 


Y ; 
would affourd mee all the Bags IE IH in the worlde? 
yet woulde I tread their praiſes vnder my feete at this:pre-= 
ſent, being carryed by a more vehement conſideration, to 
.-wiz,ofthe {eruiceI owe to my King, and dutie to this eſtate, 
In the meane ſeaſon,what hope haue they ?the warre dooth 
deuoure and conſume theirtenthes in thoſe countries where 
they hauethe greatelt credit : asfor thoſe places where my 
authoritic ſtretches, I poſleſſe in a manner all they oughe to 
haue,neither may I remedicit : but when this diffention in 
PIT. of time ſhall be ſpred ouer all, what ſhall they chen - 
able to doo ?. | 
Letthem regard.what courſe our townes, our people; our 
nobilitie dootake,, Lerthem conſider (who haue or oughe 
to haue godlineſle in great account) ifthere be any thing ſo 
contrary thereto,as vice and diſorder : if there be anye thing 
that brings men ſo farre out of ſquare,as the licentious liber- 
tie of ciuil} warre. Let them iudge at laſt; if they; which haue 
not beene inriched nor increaſed but by peace, by order, by 
obedience to our Kinges,and by deuotion,ſhall nor heereaf< 
ter goe to decay by warre,by confuſion, by impietie, and by - 
mutinous diſobedience. . Ee + 
Having ſpokenro all men in particular, I will yer ſaye 
this in generall.. Bec it that God bleſſe the purpoſty of our 
King,and that he reduce all the mutinics of 'his realmets an 
end: itwerea lamentable caſe thathe ſhould canſe all thoſe 
to be puniſhed, which doo deſerue it. What? ſhall hee take - 
reuenge ofa great partof his townes, of a great parte of his 
ſubiects?that were tomuch,that were a miſchiefe,that were 
amadneſſe,ſent by God into this realme for the punifhmenr 
-of our tranſgreſſions, Hee muſt beare no more diſpleafureto - 
our people,& to.our townes, then to a frantike fellow when 
hee. fighteth,orto a mad manwhen herunneth about ſtgtke 
_—... Fs Ms wo NEO | paves _ 
\ Bee Krorheconrarythrthoſe of league ul reg: 
thenthemſclues in ſuch ſorr,thatthey ſhall be able to tefiſt 
him (as ſurely there is ſome-likelihood, and 1 ont gts eb 
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 hispacience istheir princjpall Rn :if God will he may ex- 
, Exciſe his WESNEna.ypon vs, and wee knowe not whether 
wee or they {hall feele it firf},) What will be ſayd of French- 
mens. > | | 
What ſhame willic bee to vs,that wee haue chaſed aFay 
our Kings? a ſtaine that neuer ſpotted the garments of our 
fathers,and the onely aduantage that we haue of all the ſub 
tes of Chriſtendome, | 
Inthe meane ſeaſon isnot this a great inconuenicnce for 
me that. Iam conſirained toremaine idle ? They haue thruft 
armes into my handes perforce; againſt whome ſhallTim- 
ploye them at thistime'$ againſt my King ? God hath tou- 
cned his hart,he hath taken vpon himthe quarrell in my be-= 
halfe againſt thoſe of the league « Wherefore ſhovld T, 
which publiſh and perſwade peace in Fraunce , aggreuate 
the King againſt them : and by bringing my forces imtothe 
ficld, ſeemeroendeuour to take away from him, his gentle 
'forbearance,and from them all hope of reconciliation .' Be= 
holde the ſtraight whereintoI am driuen : for if I continue 
quiet,cytherthey ſhall make an agreement to my colt ( as'T 
haue ſeene it already twiſe orthriſe to happen ) or elſe they 
ſhall ſo weakenthe King, and make cherpeiith ſo ſtrotg'3 
that after hisruiue , I ſhall haue no more force or abilirie to 
.impeache mine owne ouerthrow, > 
My Lordes, and maiſters, I ſpeake alſo to you, whome I 
know to my vnſpeakeable ſorrow,notto be compoſed all of 
. one humor , The declarations of the King my Lord, and e- 
ſpecially his ſaſt,do ſufficiently manifeſt, that there are ſome 
of your deputies,and almolt the greateſt part atthe deuotion 
-ofother,then ofthe king. ba 
If you haue neuer ſo ſmall iudgement , you-cannot 
burbelecue with mee , that 1 am in great hazarde-, that 
the kinge isſo, that the rhirde partie is' ſo, thar your ſelues 
in gencraland each one in patticularare ſo, We are illwith- 
.in one houſe which is now. afalling ; wee are all within one 
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ſhip which ig readie to finke; and there is no remedie, that, 
can be imagined butonely peace,let them ſearche fot-other. 
as long as they liſt.” 

Ig concluſion then, hauing better(as I may ſay Jand more 
intereſt in this then all you, I demaund peace of the king my 
Lordin the name of all: / demaund it for my ſ<lfe, for thoſe 
ofthe league, forall Frenchmen, for Fraunce it ſelfe, Who ſo 
demaunds it otherwiſe dooth not well. I proteſt to yeeld my 
ſelfe more tractable then at any time heeretofore,Jf I haue ar 
anytime beenc harde to be dealt withall , I will ſerue at this 
preſent for an exarmple to others by obedience, which I will 
ſhew to my King. But hauing ſo often and ſundry times pro- 
teſted and yttered that which is my dutie, and that which is 
for our co:mmon profit : I will nowe declare, firſt to thoſe 
which are of che King my Souerargne his fide,thatif they do 
notorder them(ſelues with me,if they doo not accord to thig 
ſacred deliberation,not to make warre againſt the league, or - 
thoſe of Lorraine,not againſt Parris, Orleance, orT bolouſe : 
but againſt thoſe which hinder peace, & the obedience due 
tq this Crowne : that then they alone ſhall be guiltic of the 
miſchiefes-which ſhall betide the King and this realme:and 
that I onthe.contrary ſhall be blameleſſe, hau ng diſcharged | 
my fidelitie co my Prince, whoſe hurt as much as inme lies, 
Ido and will withſtand, yea though himſelfe were carelefle 
thereof,” | 

Andastouching thoſe which ſtill reteine the name and 
partie of the league, I coniure them as Frenchmen heereyn- | 
tq : I would willinglye commaund them, yet asthoſe which 
haue the honour to be of my kindred ; whoſe Fathers (Iam | 
aſſured)would haye taken ſuch a commaundement for a ye- 

rpreat fauour. But if this be notdoone afterthis ſorte , I my 
UC as the, cheefe Prince and greateſt Magiſtrate nexte the - 
Kingin Frawnce,) will bring to paſſe, that they ſhall haue 
enough to.doo.to looke ynto themſelues : and reſt content 
with theirowne private loſle fora publike benefit: thatthey . 


ſhallrame and bridle their paſſions, their quarrels, their re- 
| uenge, . 
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uenge,and ctheirambicion,for the good of Fraunce their moe - 
ther,for the ſervice of theirKing, and-for their owne quiet 
and ours, Beſide this,ifthey doe otherwiſe,] hope that God 
will not altogether abandon the King, that he will not eye - 
cute his wrath ypon him, nor make him loth to cal l his ſer - 
uants abouthim, as my ſelfe the firſt, who doe defire no- 
other title . And they which ſhall come for this purpoſe, 
ſhall have power enough, and aſſured right for to aide and 
aſſift him, to aboliſh the memorye of theſe men our of the. 
world,and our of their natiue countrie of Fraunce. | 

Finallye hauing doone my dutie in this ſo ſolemne prate- 
ſation,which I haue made,ifIperceiue boththe one and the 
otherſo hardened, or ſo badlye affeed, that none of them 
are mooued heereby : I will call God to witnefle of my aQti- 
ons paſſed, and to my ayde forthoſerocome. And you true 
ſeruantsof my King:you true Frenchmen,worthy of as much 
honourasT inioye, to bee the cheefe Princes of this realme : 
though all the world had confpired hir ruine,Iptoteſt before - 
God and men,thar tothe hazardof a thouſand lives, 1 will 
aflay all alone to vphold it, | | 

I call tomy afliſtance all thoſe which haue this goldy de- - 
fire, of what condition or qualitie ſocuer they bee ; hoping, , 
thatif God bleſſe-my indenoures,ſo much courage as Tſhew 
in interpriſing heereof,ſo much fidelitic and conſtancie ſhall ' 
I haue in atchicuing the end, rendring to my King my obe- - 
dience,to my conntrie my deuoire, to wy ſelfe my reſt and . 
contentment, togither with the liberty of all good men. . 

- Andin the meane while till itſhall pleaſe God to giue -- 
leaſure vnto the King my Lord to take order for the affaites | 
of his eſtate,eſtabliſhing peice, which is ſoneceſlary, I doo - 
affirme(as he that hath the honour to hold the cheefeſt place - 
of account ynder his obedience )that if I cannot ſerue him ſo - 
well in hisabſence,as to cauſe his authoritic throughout all | 
his realme to be receaued:T wil atleaft in part bring to paſſe - : 
that in thoſe places wheremy power and abilitie extendeth, . | 
they (hall newiedgs it. And for thatintent] receaue into 

— Cilils. my ; 
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my proteion and ſauegard,all thoſe, of what qualirie;religi- 
on,or condition thatthey-bee, aſwell of the nobilitie, ofth 
cleargie;of the rownes, a$ of che people, that will lipke-and 
vnjte cthemſelues to:me-in this good and honourable reſolu- 
tion :not permitting that their bodies or goods ſhall-be tou- 
chedin any maner of ſorte,otherwile then in time of perfect 
peace, and when the lawes of thercalme haue accuſtomed 
todeale withthem. . 
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And although thatmore then anye other I preeue to ſee 
difference of religion,& that more then anye other I with it 
remedied : neuertheleſle , acknowledging that this muſt 
come from God alone,(whoſe ſuccourheerin we muſt needs 
attend Jand notto enforce it by armes or by violence : Ipro- 
telt before,God, and in this proteſtation doe pawne my faith 
and honour(which by his grace ] have hetherto kept ynde- 
filed)that inthe ſame maner asI haue not endured,thatihey 
ſhouldenforce mine, awne conſciencc,; in like ſorte;I will 
neuer ſuffer. nor permir,thatthe catholikesſhall by conftraine 
be drawne from theirs, nor from the. exerciſe of their religi- 
on, Declaring further, thatin thoſe rownes which togither 
with me ſhall perſiſt in thisminde, and ſhall ſyubie& them- 
ſeluesvnderthe obedience ofthe King. my:Lardgand rmy au- 
thoritie,l will not, indure that anye thing ſhall be innouated, 
eyther in the politike eſtate, /orin rhe church , except inas 
much as irſhal concerne euery mans liberty. Taking againe 
aſwel the perſons asthe goods of the Catholikes, and eſpe- 
cially of the ecclefiaſticall ſortynder my protection and ſaue- 
gard., Hauing learned long agoe, that.the true and onelye 
meanes to reynite the people,to reduce thenito the ſeruice 
of God, andto eſtabliſh pietie inanye eſtate, are mildneſſe, 


peace, and good exampleg : not warre,nor diſcord,by 

the which vices,and all maner of miſchiefes doo 
grow vpin the world, Given at Chat= 
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